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a mile on the other side
HAI.V h scattering of woods at

lop of the hill In the first
tin. Wlh Ihe wood snds a region
ehew. U' fighting of weeks,
lt!i air-- I filled with u strained,
wHilitrd tmnt. tiling nn to
iStVir ftli'l Hi soldiers move about
tieallhlly mil) speak In whispers,

Hero I u14n1- - a ft title land of'
till) and Valleys, Uuwn wr the slope
on tli hroad valley to the hill

uti the "1 her aide, a mile away, In '

Incentive of war anve for the
few euldlere plodding heru and there !

an, the raping hole of various sites
ittii dot I lie ua a far us thu eyei

illittiifulnlii

In tMe lull of the fighting
Cn uulr'lir-- 1 Is Unbroken, oxcetit ne.
twlwie"' V ii dull cn-clt-

, a report I

ir n nn'T'ci1 there. I

llrr tl'f land ttwny the wood!
r.n d'e 11' H'ult-H't-li- hence.

C'uin.'cn''i1 f'uiti the Uruu eyes of tho
lltriimll u't'titm utiiu'iK the tunny clus-t-- r

uf trie Hint spring iin In-il-l una
dure nml extend uv-- r the crest of thu

unJri' ni" p vnu'Jh'h. the Cup.
laJu of m"l?iy stiya, to blow the.
niiiy i'cii'.'ivh on' uf existence In

4 fat in'li':':r If It Is 'iiucssury.
lit hrs n ii l.iiitvry nf Ug

tuns imir wuy mi the !upr on the
uOicr elite Tl-v- tire tuns' tun-- m guns.
ittu of i'ie In thu ei:iur. und
hi Ii on his to tt.c:n. Within m
hour Ii: Ims onlcs to III c on u town
f.ir uvrr on the. other side "Wo iniikt
hurry." he i. "Th.ro !s l!tiUi time."

H! nuns huve Wn silent now for
iitr a week. 1 runt the road th.it
rjiio by ulmu.it umlsr iholr noses tho
twu rrut burrvls, sputtvd the color
t rui'UKo, covered with evergreens

unit hidden union the cluster of
rtti, ttru Invisible. The oltlters

Usslim-b- y day and night on their wny
U and from the trenches have utmost
rurgutten tne battery.

The deep resonance of the pieces ,os

liny figured In the recent attacks or'
.hot thunder In the dead of nlcht with
1 meaaase of death to some town back
of the German trenches fixed the bat-- 1

try In the minds of the soldiers as
dlnct from the other Buns of the
ntlfhborhood. Hatterles are chanced
fraquently, almost dally sometimes,
u now , .t,. .in

amiam connected with the pieces
U!we4 to enter the clump of tw... ,

tha majority of the soldiers have '
cased to Blve them thauxht.

From amonp tho trees at the outer
of the duster two soldiers eP J

out and fix their bayonet, a. the Cap.
u!n enters. He is recognlrM. they
Jifote, and ho passes. He cornea upon .

in opening In the trees and elves
orders to soldiers stnndlnR around. I

Instantly there is activity.
In the subdued llsht of the aftern-

oon nnd in the shadows of the tre?s
l if .ome time jefore the eyes become

i customed to the men nnd things
.Lit move about in all dliectlnns.

Snldieis sprliiK up from nowhere ap.
prntly .t they suddenly stand out
n the distance. They wear lonjr

mik- - dallied In hidotches like clus- -

tir of iciics nml cap. of the samena- -

ifrlal. They nre en."y enovsh to see
ie.ir iiy. but nt n illst.ia.ee unless a
tarp r.n.kina Is kept on their tnos-e-mr- n

i hey f.nli. nwny nnd nre lost.
T'w... tnut be at lf.it n score nf

"ii itiut.r. hole and thre in the
mini, ii.iniii'-- '. They moye with recu-'r- "

.ii.il .tem. Some open lnrce
'.,.v.s ,,nil t.ilie out little while

1' iIH.mI with ome;hlna, while
" m .i sroiip laboriously strain

' . 'nii: heiivy thlnp ilmt nn- -

S ,....ii,v line unlets that the sd
r' .'i.nsii'c iimiiiil the road ends

p.- - In tiirm nie the
l S. ' ill I lie Hound seine feel b.

-- 'il fare mi lhat only their
I't'iM' out .11 the rllreetlou nf "

..11 l,uK
in

shell It

the a

uf Mick

pi's As they uncover the foliage
l'm 'In. guns theie s less activity
II d tln.i.U Silence,

"W- - aie almost ready to fire." the
Cunfti n, ..... I-- ' I.,!.,. ,11? nt uurries away,

I Mdml nil Vnltp toes nml If nofa.Ai.w
ffr first shot hold your cars."

runs over and stands above on
ground between pits. Six

M'-- labor tho one to tin right,
at tho left is squinting on

through a glass hanging from
fratno along tho piece, white at the

maasvee. wheel stands another adjust-"ii- !
an instrument attached to a place

inier high barrel, at tho word of
first man. They, are the range

Other soldiers hnva placed the shell
a the back of the gun

d elide tt Into the breech.
of It they place the little

Me bags. The breech locks. The
the explosive the pro-mirl-

force.
Finished, the men crouoh at the

'Ck Of the Tilt tlt'Mtv tn nn. atd.
the right with a In hla hand

itaehed to a cartridge stuck Into tha
rwen of the gun stands another
oldiff

one, the
"i'nun cans out "nre!"

ns soldier with the pulls It
MM

Ha erouches with his face one side.
i.nrts a deafenlntT mniumnulu roar,

PUs)is into the face, aenda
""nbllng backward and alioots a
mlMy puis,, through the trees.

The ,iU.n in the pit are sent back-"- d.

Th long, huge barrel of the
iu no,-- , mounts Into the

IMets fcifcii at the sky and rolli
Its wheels. It goes some feet

t! 7" mi to falU--r over. Then
'iTSSy a i back In its former
, ptttten.

, K'U.m.b.a.r two.-

OF FRANCE
in the the Lon .75s Roar at the

1

Used to Guns From of

A French .155 Jong range gun
man territory ten mllea ant

Th0 pride France htr trtllltty. famou& and
the other cunt htve done a u the behind them to hold
heck the tide German invasion, the accompanying article a
vivid picture the duel that going inceiaantly between the
French and the German There also an Interesting account

the means used to conceal both men and guna from the enemy.

the Cni.tulii MhuiitK. . Keoornl nighty
roar, thu ..nrlli nlmk.-- M,ti, j th.i
Klin In the other pit reurn tin tin
tlu",Kh f''1"" Kruuml. roll. buvU

on in
nit

of la

mm
la

of is on
la

of

unuin. mr uisy cnunoi unve m bnok. HereTl,e uar!' rl"w w,,u """UmlnK HeM the Mrength of our trenrlte. over
,,0Ke. dHrd tw!nn und p:irtn of foltane ( on the hill. The pride of Kriinio U
tlutter ilowti as one stundn there dully I" her artillery." .

lr'lK to collect the seniles. It la but A path lisulu to a' mound eumrwliat
f,,r n" lni,,l,"t- - lfrK,r ',ian ,h'' 0,,",r" "n'l 'lKier

Mean,vhllo lh) ,)llse ,4 Ienewi.j. the around. It le covered with
Another shell Bllde.i Into the first pit. ,v'ixreen. They teem fresh nnd aTeen.
Is Hwunu Into the breech, from which thoiuh Just cut. The pnlh 1oi1n
comes thick column of smoke, the , ""'!r ",? "rbor Blon' ! thlch

swing, back und closes. A folh but there Is nothing
dler. face and arms blackened and

; RrinK.
greasy, rams a long rod Into the bar- - ,Vo,n """ 0,,,,r the p'nee looks'
re! from the mouth and the two on '"alln. Near door In the
l- -ft bnsv at tbo lntriimntK ik'. ,w. N u tnble anil nt It and

Wnu! sllRht turns to a wheel while .

ifoes on With Incredible.JJX
Ih finished nnd the men stand by
The same thing begins to go on in the
0,hr p!t' I,ZoltU puUes out it seems hardly possible
thut steel, even the truest, can with-- i
"tand a u'8l' !' eems that thel

u" ",lu
. .. Bu.n mr .um maul m.i ,

again. They explode about lmlf a
minute apart while the Captain titands
there between the pits dtrectli.ir the
fire. Everybody works at capacity
and with perfect system. Stundiag di-

rectly behind the guns with a rortalu
amount luck nnd quickness of eye
It Is possible to see the shell tear Into
the atr und disappear Into the sky.

The pieces nre tired a dozon times
or so eiieh, then are silent. The Cnp-tal- n

comes nver with
running over his face nnd u smile, "it
Is over," he says. They have Just
fired at a town about ten miles on the
other side. (? the crashes of the
shells ns they exploded were not heard.

"They'll lemn by dropping shells Into
our town." he continues. "They killed
folly-.seve- n down there yesterday,
Women und children ton' IMks nf
barli.tiians: "

lie ghes a vehement shake to his
II -t in llie dilerlloll of Hie Gel man
lines as he puts Ills nrders Into his
pocket. Wnttfll 111 the order ill e the

.number nf shells, th" evict time anil
the luii'.'e of lucli gun us It was tiled.
lie 111 only to fnllntv them nut.

Meanwhile I In men bale mped
clean the bieeches, rammed the long
battels and packed the ilelleat"
Innkltiu little Ill-- It iiinents um-,- nt the
sale fur the r.mge finding. Now they
lay thick branches nf ..Velgl eeus '

buck our the pieces. In a minute It

01 ueep iueis o rami, heavy pigs
and locli-- , Al the sides ale iIooim and
sometime steps cut into the gioillld
lead down to them. Item are the quar-
ter nf the men, Some on
uie semes of these dtVelllngs. It is n
battery village.

The artillerymen lounge about
tussle mound In the open good
mitiircdly like so many children mid
some sit nt tittle toiighty made tables
under rustic shelteif. They write und
make little soiivenlis, Some are iniv-Iti- g

out cunes, others with pins or
needles pick nway at leaves around
patterns. Finished, they have Inscrlp-lion- s

on them Keen through the filmy,
nlmntd Invisible but Intact remnant nf
the leaf fibre. Others of tnen stand
beforo minors hung on tree, shaving
before going hack to town on short
leaves.

"Shells land here occasionally," ex-

plains tho Captain, "but they nre
(banco shots. The Germans do not
know our range. So long ns this Is
the, case we will stay here. We un-
well concealed, Their airmen try hard
to find us, but their pictures show
nothing."

On the other side of llie village the
path forks around the great trunk of
a tree fallen nver. It has been
splintered by 11 shell und hangs u
shred or so to upright section sev-

eral feet high. The tnngled shreds of
wood are still fresh.

Here and there are other JiRtterle
among the trees. They are discernible
on!y when one s upon them,
The woods (teem to be full of guns.
They are of all sizes, To the right nre
four of the giant 11101 tins ami
along Iho nldes of the guns ready to

shot off at ei Instant's nollce nr
piles of massive ahclle. These arn the
largest guns In feneral use by the
army,
' ' )ne -- OenBSM do aot know how

""' ""
- the lull oxer tho vnllet. vv" l"',k" UH" through the

H "Mi, nil distinguish the long'"'"- - "' ""''l tin veiled path. It
among clusters of greens, i1 nuniei ims holes.

rtaiH'i n.er ihetn. nut massive sudilenl pulls up amid group of
i.'eip ilar wheels tower above thr I "tiunge looking moundlike things

"Ik ti,,. men working there nml "'""' 'he tiex. They several
' ncalnst the rlav nf f,','l '"'' ground and tne made
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inniK r are lirre." the Captain f.nmthe. "Few nf .mr own oo'dlerj. do. I

t.et tlinm iuttia dmvn u...i ... in .t..!
lliem ijt of exUlcnee, the 'lkn-liee.-

" cl'"!r- - 'r',ey a.,.nu?', fr,,m ,,,p
1,rllm,hM ,,f tree. ThS !s a afe. the
yn..alu explains whh prMe. one of the

J"L..l . ., ? i,' nn' l!w lU."

Xlt.
Tliern ! H stock ..f tolutcio. leuuhir-

s"helsa. of A
mildli--r comes out nnd tnki s the

t pBMUnt here In the arbor. At
inn openm In the foliar one can s.s.
inruiigii ine woous niToss the valley
to the hill where the trenchei nro.

On the other sldo tin the hIoop t ih
hill the Captain points .ome dlstnnre
out over the ground. There, u!de by
side, are live shell holes, each one sev-
eral feet across. They line up so

S

Nv American explosive Is be- -A u?ed by the lYench. and
iTV I" " short time may be used

by ilia Urltlsh ulo. In their
attacks on the German trenches. It
!s made from the formula of an Amer
lean engine, r. IVank W. I'ugsley. w.10
while siudlng the action of metal
while being smelted worked out un e.plosive which lie named rochambolte.

.Mr. I'ugsley Is it metallurgical en-
gineer on the stafT of the .McKlnley.
Daiiugh .Mining Compuny and b sta-
tioned at Perth Ambny When he
had completed his formula he look I'
to Governors Island and told ottloers
there what he had. They studied his
fol inula, went to Perth ?Vmboy and
saw what It Would do and the i grew
eiitniislastu und told .Mr Puksi,.j to
go to the authorities 111 Washington
lie went ami ome weeks la'er r...
icived a very polite letter which
thanked him for his Interest but said
that ihe I'nlled Slates Got 1 nini iit
had all the explosives It needed,

The Governors Island men were
wratliy al this action, but s.i.d that
was only In keeping with the way
th'iigs were done on .this side uf the
A I l.i 11 if In the way of preparedness,
Mr I'ugsley then got in touch with
the French and British military a .
laches. They went to Perth Amboy
nnd .'aw what rochauiboite could do.
A bomb loaded with ten ounces tore a
hole live feet deep and four feet In
diameter In the earth. It threw
molten metal foity or fifty feet In the
nlr and cave off a gas that while not
deadly was particularly unpleasant.
The result was that the French
bought the fol inula. The Krltlsh are
expect) il to close a contract very soon.

Mr. I'ugsley Is a Itochester mm and
Is stationed nt Perth Amboy. nnd in
naming the explosive roeluwniioite he
coined' u word using the names of both
cities.

"This new explosive Is designed
chiefly for neilal bombs and grenades,
us it is un Incendiary explosive, or. In
other words it is 11 Volllng hot slirnp- -

mixture which has been Hied om ,iri..n I

and In each case proved u inlliiie
"Tills new explosive Is a compound

of suits of metiils and a number of
organic substances which will Hot ex-

plode by concussion, et by llie line jf
.. fulminate nf ,.n.r,.',,ln i. i,
readily exploded. Al the Instunt "f '
delonutloii a violent I faction takes
place, which transforms llie explosive
In an almost brief time
from the solid into both a gaseous
stale and a solid of an entliely nt

nil tin from the original,
"Un the bursting of the bomb this

material Is thrown out us n boiling
hot matlr very similar In iippearauca
to (hat which comes from a hlust fur
usee and at a temperature estimulfd
to he nearly 4,800 degrees, The gases
being glitatly Increased In volume and
pressure by the tremendous heat gin- -
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IN HER WONDERFUL ARTILLERY
Supreme Confidence Reigns Serried Trenches Where Their Machinelike Defiance

leuton Invaders Ingenious Devices Screen Prying Eyes Enemy Aviators
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French up from below ground during a lull in the
firing. to their trench in

Above Effect of an shell from a French battery
fired into a town back of the German
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'vr!:y,.::i :;x::f

Inappreciably

BUN, MARCH

artillerymen
Entrance background.

incendiary
trenches.

'Mak
yiHsei 4 ib 4 .

'B.ilaHaaaHaH ?iaiWaT

ra

'
1." 1 vf

--i.sS&rf3,ff t
)

Explosion of a ten ounce bomb loaded with Rochamboite.
elated during the reaction cause a
very violent explosion,

"About .Ml per cent, of the exploshi
l convened into matte, (in the hurst-

i

mi , unusual lings have recent y
been brought finin Fr.iii' c. Tliev
'il t nut ol any succ.il lnirinie

value, Their lutcicst jather 11cm In
what hey arc, namely, rings limn the

n. lies .uaoe o r I encn so ,uei s om
III, t'osi.s it!' )!,,t,,,nt, klt..ll

.Mis. Daniel Gregory .Mason, an. ...
American unman, vvos uie tlist in
have specimens of these rings gathwed
Into a collection nml brought to this
coiinuy, where they were sold lor the
benefit of the French Holdleivs The
col eellou was made b.v woikeis among
the soldiers attached In the various
lellef commissions III France. .Mine.
Churlcs ,e Veiilcr became its cusln- -
dl.iii and wns the one who brought It
to America. ,

m maae rings nre among th
most sought for souvenir from Ihe
front, the soldltrA reerv!ng them aa n

ing of the shell, bomb or gienade tills
boiling hot ma He is thrown nit nt
Hourly the speed of II liullel. burning
Its way through any cninhusillilc with

I uie for their f.iun e, for dear 'riciid-nn- d

for those to wlimu the) wish to
express gra.eful tiiiptvclatlini for
spew. 1' services teudoi'd. The lum-
ber nf l ings In .Mrs. Mason's collection
v.ns '.'no, .mil the; included eighteen
iMIfcivul designs. Mist of them were
Vol) slliiic, but al il!splii)fd tin

of their milkers, who wrought
Ibeiii, il litis been explained, "In llielr
I'lilin lumiients 10 utiiusc iheniselves,'

beginning Is worth giving. Aftel the
(list battles the soldieis seeking is

of llie war found fuses
which bad fin mid pait of German
shells, These .fuses were gcnernllv of
aluminum soniellnvM ul copper and
aluminum und sometimes they In.
eluded u ring of aluminum, These
rings approached si? uwlint the slxe of
the llusor. und were the Ihsi trench

French .220 mortar, the largest

evenly that they almoat make a
straight line.

"There Is a remarkable thing," the
Captain sayt with a shrug. "Their

, range la lets remarkable, but some of
their guns are good, or their shells, no
doubt. It Is a freak, but our .75s
could not have done better. The guns
that fired these shells are five miles
away."

As he speaks the air Is split with
two sharp, piercing reports that tear
down along the hill. They sound like
shells bursting near by, so near In fact
that the head Involuntarily lowers.
Two more sharp detonations follow
Immediately. Tho Captain lauphs.

"Just our ."os over there," ie says,
pointing up over the hill. "They've
moved them down a little, round their
old range. Now they're bnck there
half a mile,

the ears. The noise of the ,7u guns i

Is sharper, more piercing, than that
of any other gun In the Krench army.

Heard through the stillness that fol.
lows are tho crnsh of the shells as
they explode over In tho trenches.
Again there Is something distinctive
about the nolso in its sharpness -- a .

tearing, ripping character. As they
tty high in the nlr the shells make 11

noise like tho ripping of heavy silk.
The Captain explains the guns are

shooting at the German trenches, get- -
ting a fresh range poihly. We make
our way toward tho battery over
ground that suddenly breaks Into vast
numbers of shell holes, becomes a con-

tinuation of them and gives the land a
slevellke nppearnnre. It Is possible t.i
walk from one hole to another for n
long distance In any direction.

The land becomes barren and dead
Here and there are former Mies of
batteries, dozens of them. The gen-er-

nppe.ir.mce Is devastated nnd
gresome. Trees suddenly appear life- -

which It come.s In contact. The heat
generated Is so intense that fragments
of grenades picked up some moments
after an explosion were found to be
nearly led hot.

"This explosive i not a proprllant.
but exclusively h disruptive. Its ex
plosion at night is distinguishable for
a long dlsianie, due to tne origin nas:i
caused by the rel'-as- e of the white inn
matte: nnd In dailght by u cloud of
black smoke given off"

due advantage of tills explosive .s
that It tines away with the necs-li- y

of tiring a shell with small bullets.
The powder tills the shell ami when it
explodes it forms into pieces that look
ike 11011 me. Some me as small as .1

linger tip and ntliers are several inches
III diameter. It s easy to manufac-
ture and Is not duugcinus to handle

QUEER FISH AT PALM BEACH.

I IK oddest looking tlh ever Wl(enr in Palm lleach. and probably
the only one of Its kind ever

caught in American vvateis, was
harpooned In the Gulf Stream the other
day by Ambrose Monuell. Jr., presi-
dent of the Mlilvule Steel roinpany
It was an elephant eared suntisli. es-

timated to have been spawned any-
where from L'iiiI to 40n years ago and
to have weighed then about one sixty
thousandth part of Its weight when
cnpluicd, which wus com' to u toll.
Itoth John I). Criminins of New York
and F M Mnglll of Cincinnati, each an
antlior.ty on llsh, oxptossed such an
opinion. The American Museum' of
Natural History wiled for a plaster
cast of the fish and lis brain for ro-

sea rcli 'work.
It was shaped ami formed like the

bttle sunfish that swims In a glass
howl, except that It had ears like an
elephant mid that they vvcic folded
close to the skill. The hide was like

llier.v paper In color mid te.xtllie. The
llsh Is native to Afilcan waters.

rings tut Iie were too large fot
an) linger except that of .1 big man
So little bv little the soldleis began !o I

work on Hum, Hist with ,1 knife, nnd
Mien Willi a slimii pointed 11 ,1 " 11

Wishing to make lings of a smaller'
01 illleler, tile) found II ni'le-s.l- l) to
melt llie metal of the fuses In older to1
cast It III round slugs of suitable sle.
The metal was melted either III a ladle

a steel Helmet over a wood fit,.
nf

wood or of soft limestone. The ni'Mu!
was cast in loiiml bais, winch vtei
lilt into disks of the proper thickness.
Afterward the eenlies of ihe disks
were cut out. The tings thus formed
were smoothed and polished with
much Inhor. Some of the rings nro
engraved with n knife or other imple-
ment nnd into some pieces of copper
nre set.

-

isou venj r rings from the trenches

Die stui) uf the rings fioin llielriThe first moulds were nf earth.

nf'i'll

m tsl- -

gun in general use in the army.

less and dried leaves hung in great
clusters on gnarled brunches. Hatterles
are on nil hands, but It is hnrd to dis-
tinguish tluiii. In this wilderness of
torn earth it is uluiost Imposslblo to
distinguish the eurlhcn shelters over
the pieces at n dlstnin-e- . The but-
teries nre well concealed,

frequently the nlr (Ills with tho
piercing reporis nf n few minutes ago.
As the shells shriek by ovcrhcud thoy
seem to gnther In velocity after leaving
tho guns. Here ns In the trenrhes Is
enmcthlng oppreflve nnd miennny
oppneed to life, It is possible that tho
Germans will open tiro on the Ml etch
nt any Instant and so no time is lost
In hnstenlng along. The Otptnin suys
the (Jernians nre in the hnblt of bom-
barding this plnco Into In the after-
noon,

A sort of path hods up the hill.
1. . .

Into the ground, but It Is othirwise
unshetered. The guns nre of nn
nlmnt ohcolete mlibre and on the bar-
rels are painted names, i tne is known
ns "Marthe." The Germans know the
location of this bntteiy ulinnt as well
ns the men who mati It, for it has been
here 11 long time. It ! one nf the few
exposed batteries on the front In
France.

'"rilpi have never been given to
moye It. Those nho tnnn It aie nniong
the bravest of the Krench artillery.
They are fumed for deeds of daring;
In keeping up a reply tire imder the
Insivy bomlwvrdment nf the Germans.

Around the battel y the earth is torn
Up Mvnrnl feet deep with holes' of till
s..es. The land .'nriesmtns itluio-- t to
a section of iand betwieii tin Uenches
As we lines the men stand nt the doms
,f their dug, mts. lounging urouinl nr
wot king, uniiilndfiil of their danger
l'bey stniie nnd nnd greetings.

Further on is what seems to be
another exposed lattery Cloer "b.
servat oil sNiws it to I'e n battel y of
dummy v ins. They are constructed
from c.irtwhceW mill massive logs
with binndies f treir, laid over to
bide the fraud from the ntrmen. It is
to lend them to believe there :e a li.it-tei- y

htie. Tin Gennans fire fre-
quently nt this bntteiy. It gives the
rial liattery some distance away u
moasuie of protection.

Not far nhend, nlnmt without
knowing It, we come suddenly upon
little shelters built low over the
ground and made of thb It layers of
earth, wood and stone. There are four
of them. In front of each one is a
long, narrow opening, and on looking

hni ply are seen long slender noses of
mills sticking through. 11 is the
battery.

As we go around 111 back there
tile tepoll of one of the guns. I'ol'ovv
llllee shots ui 4(111, k siicis.so'i. The
noise s still sharp and piercing, but
it s ems the crashes wero even
-- harper oil the load Celllillg up,

The tear of the shelters aie open,
for the Mo f Hi.- - hill alfoids . Ki-

te tloll on tills -- uie from the shells of
the Get minis. Tho slender baircl- - of
the guns -- ticking through tin -- lit- n;
llie -- bejel s look toylik'e imnpal ed lo
llie ina-si- pieces half way down the
hill. There me four men in .1 g'lti
They stand at their posts awaiting

'oldel-- .
"You will i xx li.it our guns can

do." the Captain
(

sa.vs.
From tins part of the lull one can

look over the woods mi th" most of
the hill be.voiiil llie valley, It is aiiii ng
ihe tieiH'lies. The knoll has .1 Inn-an-

i.t. iikeuci appearance. For a long
Utile the lighting has been bcavv at
this point. It Is too far aw.i.v for one
10 s Ilsilnctly tlie first line, hut a
ueneinl network of tienclie- - gives i;,e
lull a pitted und woimeaten appear-
ance.

At one of the gnus stands a man
with ,1 lileplioiif npiaiulis
over Ins head. Two others stand at
the breech and a ioiiiili works along
tile left side ot III. u It II .it the middle.
He i.s slowh .Hid .irefully adjusting
the I, lime luuling devii o. Several tool
oil' lo the side a fifth soldier Is

at a laige ease, lis Cover thrown
off. exposing tows of shells.

Vi all older one of the men nt tbo
in. eiii pulls n mi nig and the gun

nut. A oii!e of seconds
later a I'lniid of Illicit -- moke shoots
upward mi tho hairen stietcli of the
bill and following comes the tearing
cia-- 'l of the shell i x'p'odllU.

Muiost iii- -t mi,.v tin man .u Mie
iclcilioho gels .1 message, h is liom
an er ill Hi" tleni'llis, lie sings
n.ll ail older, llie Milda-- at llie i.iuge
appal, nil- - gives a lain m so ,,i -- flows
beti. anil thi'le. ,lli. i, ui' -- hell is
pas-e- il nun llie Inee. Ii ami llie gun
is filed again Ii is the wink of a
couple ol seconds An instant later
again comes the inesage over the
wire

The gUlll'eis He lltlllg to s oie . li-

lt i I t in ,i i he i Ii i man He" 'I'
an- s igal'.v oil Tlie lie in
I'llie was an niiler to aim so mil' Il

to the left and so inn ii In fiout. Thu
gun s Hied repealedl) , As tho 's

work nwny the dlstanco of the
bursting shells frmn the trench nir.
rows, Now 'the shell strikes several

et to tlie right nnd ever an little
In advance.

Almost ns soon ns the sound of Wis
exploding shell reaches the men at the
battery the observer In the French
trench knows the work of It. He
crouches there, peering attentively
through a little opening near the
pnrapet. As the shells break only a
short tllstuncti uwuy with terrific,
tearing crashes he shuts bis eyes, The
muscles of his face and body contract
until the first scattering Is over-
looking over to the enein.v'M irencr
he sees where they fell und telephones
back lo the battery. It is invisible
front this point.

Tho last shell tore directly Into tin!
trench. So be telephones back that
tho range has been reached. TLe uleu
nt the buttery begin sighting itnoiin,,
gun in the same manner, but It is
pointed nt n slightly different section.
it is inn inn gun.

It Is the Idea nt this battery to get a
fixed rnngo on a cettnln section of tho
trench. For severu! days French air-
men have reported Inrgc mastes of
nermann gathered In the trenches on
tho hill. In cn.o of sudden attack the
Ftench nre prepared,

Other batteries of the neighborhood
have fixed langrs. It is possible at a

I moment's notice to spout death with n
llarlng wall of llatne nnd steel between
thn tronche.t to hold back the ad-
vancing columns, to send shuttering
charges Into the barbed wire of the

. German trenches to make a way for
their own poldlers nnd to blast npart
the trenche.i and tho troops huddled
there axr.il ting orders to attack. Work-
ing simultaneously they can send
tnous.'uiaM or shells to a certain si"tin a few minutes.

otherr nf tlie guns are pointed at
certain strategic points of tho roads In
enemy territory. Firing nt an Instant'n
notice, they catch the troops or equip-
ment as they puss over, being guided
b.v their airmen nr calculation.

Some of the guns hnve special ranees
for towns on the other side and for
parts or them. So It happens that a
few of the pieces nfler long service of
terror and death nre almost as well
known In the enemy territory ns by
the men who fire them,

Whllothomen nt the battery are fin
ishlng work for the day the skv sud
drnly fills with the hair raising roar
nnd deafening explosion of a shell of
large calibre, Some of the soldiers

lower their heads nnd bend
down in the shelters whlio tho pieces
nnd debris fall nbntit. It was close, so
they crowd to thi' natrovv slits to so?
wh-r- it burst.

Somn distance down the slope near
the exposed battery hnngs a great
cloud of yellow smoke n few yards over
the ground. From the earth nrles u
gre.it fan shaped cloud of dust. The
Germans nr. firing shrapnel of larg.
calibre nt the battery on the slope.

There in llttl' danger to the men
down there, the soldiers say, for they
are safe underground. To protect
themselves they prepare to iliop down
under the apertures at the first h.nt of
the next shell. It comes. It explodes
some feet higher in the, air tills time
and nearer tlie battery. The .inference
of ii fraction of u second in the timing
of the shell, nnd th" battery here will
lie under lire.

Another shell tears down and bursts
low over the gioutid. The) slul-- k
down everv half tnliuit,, tint,' I, I, ,1...
regularity of clock-wor- As the sheli-- i

j send their contents nut over tlie s,,1M.
from tin air the chatges can b" eu

snoot.ng Into the eat tli vv.th the quiek- -
ness of I ghtnlng. tearing into the

j ground and tnssing it ahum in ,( gieat
fanlike stretch several hundred feet inlength. It wipes clean evciyihlng be-
foro it.

I'art of the battery ,s included in the
slrrtch nnd the siiiok now mpletelv
conceals t. Another shell m s iiero-- s.

;ih!s tune over tho battery. Th- - s.,.
ihers watching wonder whether the

j guns have been s, riously damaged.
Hut immediately following th" crash

a Hash of llatne shoots from the cloud
and there Is a dealenin H.....I.

Miss of tlie lioiiibardin. nt the men
"town tJirre ate icpl.ving to the tier-- !man tlie.

V,"V follow Ing ceil upon nf the"bricking shrapnel Hie guns thunder
buck in answer, uft. i, smit is the
margin that it , luiposr,e o,,.
men Imvo es,.,.d ,l..-,i- ,,r in.lui.v.
Once, a second afi.-- n pl.v lug, another
sjiell comes on .nul the soldieis at Iho

buttery at nil, I. in son f tlie
giiiintis have in en cuiinht. Hut after
the nexl shell again the gun thum- b-

I out ami ibe ui' u lelol, e thai their
j companions suit live.

At the balteit Hi, men can
nothing So thev si l.,, ai.oui undthrough expen.-n- i find Hie in h. s
of Ihe guns in the smoke, shove the
shells in. file ih- - tuns .,,( Ml lir
then- - dugouts i is the work of ;i

' second. The) ate small guns and thu
sin lis at,, eastlv handled. Asihot fi.iltiently huddle in Hi".r dugouts,
laughing nervoiish sometime in tin

I
exciteni' nt of unsung death by a se.
nml. an Inch or so, tlie men are unable
to tell whether ,, i(ve so far escaped,
There Is a chance some may be in
dugouts elsew liei c

'I'liete is the II'. .,f shell, a 'linger
iutetv.it. nml ii, w a pet oil of a tninulo
Ol Mi. l'lle sh Jims, s ,,v,. The so).
liu is at the .7:, w.n' a minute longer,
then VCIItllle o '

'Flu ro bus bein nils,,, i une ' thebattny oil the Mope. Sun Ihlo'lgh
tin' clearing sm.,',. ih.- - nun ate llfilng
a Turin tioiu iiinetig u scattering .f
locks and spiinteied tna'eiial under
tlie nose of line nf the gulls. It Is tl(,
mangled I'm in ,,f George, one of the
tuinnin. He has u caught ami
IIS they pick him up lie dies 'I l.e
lll'Mllll of the n , v I, lfhes ( nith
Mlloke. While Ihe 1,11111111111! I o.l I

eplintercl among the debris beniMth.
They cairy the gunner Into one of

the dugout and ihrow a blanket over
the body. He was a gn,., coniind,.
one ol the or tlie crew, ami

'theii Is glnnm among .;,. nun. "pour
. George." they say and look with

vehement llllle at l,1e Gi llnaCl lilies,
IThey will but) luni s,,nie distan ver

the It'll while Is a gionp of lnti-ri'tig-

lievvn cross,., The) mm k llie
iltt'ilVCs of th fa lell ,c Ihe linltetv,

Tin guns Ii iv not In en d imaged,
except f,.r u fiir.li dun hi i'u ami thef

i'. Ihe steel. Our it ' nothing vital.
Tim gunners wink bud clearing
aw. i) the debris which iiivcis every-
thing 'I'he pa h i mining by up the
lllll lost llll'lf I' Hie ,el

Thei are s i t.e, in ihe waists,
Hie-- i line. ',,..s l.l.ieki lied mill
s i '.t ii , ,ii. on. Some ari

n I'l ' - ..' i 'i's .mil Miet ink,.
li" i of a hi..,,, I us n trickles
ifwn I is fr m Hie j uig pieces of
tidies

As we leave tlit-i- nn our way down
l be im1 greeting much Ihe smut hitin) did on the mad up. Only there
U one less.


